IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (Currently Amended) A chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule, comprising 
consisting of (a) a chitosan content which is a chitosan, a salt thereof or a derivative thereof, 
(b^ optionally a health-enhancing component, a food additive or both, and £c} an edible gum 
embedding the chitosan content and, if present, the health-enhancing component, the food 
additive or both . 

2. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1, wherein 
the deacetylation degree of the chitosan content is 75% or more. 

3. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 2, wherein the 
deacetylation degree of the chitosan content is 90% or more. 

4. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 3, wherein the 
deacetylation degree of the chitosan content is 95% or more. 

5. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1, wherein the 
molecular weight of the chitosan moiety of the chitosan content is 1,000 to 1,000,000. 

6. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 5, wherein the 
molecular weight of the chitosan moiety of the chitosan content is 30,000 to 300,000. 
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7. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 6, wherein the 
molecular weight of the chitosan moiety of the chitosan content is 100,000 to 200,000. 

8. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1, wherein the 
average particle size of the chitosan content is in the range of 40 to 50 meshes. 

9. (Currently Amended) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1 S, 
wherein the average particle size of the chitosan content is in the range of 60 to 100 meshes. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1 9, 
wherein the average diameter of the chitosan content is in the range of 100 to 150 meshes. 

1 1 . (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1 , wherein the 
amount of the chitosan content is 0.5% to 30% by wet weight of the capsule. 

12. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1 1, wherein the 
amount of the chitosan content is 5% to 15% by wet weight of the capsule. 

13. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1, wherein the 
salt of chitosan is an inorganic salt selected from the group consisting of chitosan 
hydrochloride, chitosan hydrobromide, chitosan phosphorate, and the mixture, or an organic 
salt selected from the group consisting of chitosan methylate, chitosan ethylate, chitosan 
propylate, chitosan chloroethylate, chitosan hydroxyethylate, chitosan butylate, chitosan 
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isobutylate, chitosan propenylate, chitosan citrate, chitosan tartrate, and the mixture thereof. 

14. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1 , wherein the 
derivative of chitosan is C 8 -C 18 N-alkyl or C 8 ~C 18 N-alkanoyl chitosan. 

15. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1, wherein 
the edible gum is selected from the group consisting of locust bean gum, agar gel, sodium 
alginate, Konjac gum, guar gum, Arabic gum, carrageenan, xanthan gum, pectin, tragacanth 
gum, gelatin or the mixture thereof. 

1 6. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1 , wherein the 
edible gum is sodium alginate. 

17. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1, wherein the 
amount of the edible gum comprises 0.5% to 5.0% by wet weight of the capsule. 

1 8. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 18, wherein the 
amount of the edible gum comprises 1.0% to 2.0% by wet weight of the capsule. 

19. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1, wherein the 
edible gum further comprises, on the basis of the weight of the edible gum, 0.3% to 6% of 
gelatin and Konjac gum. 
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20. (Cancelled) 



21. (Original) The chitosan embedded or encapsulated capsule of Claim 1, which can 
effectively reduce the mouth-puckering taste of chitosan. 

22. (New) A capsule consisting of (a) a chitosan content which is a chitosan, a salt 
thereof or a derivative thereof, (b) an alginate, and optionally (c) an additive or additives, the 
capsule being formed by a process consisting essentially of (i) forming a first solution 
comprising the chitosan content, the alginate and, optionally, the additive or additives, (ii) 
dropletizing the first solution by dropping droplets of the first solution into an ion solution; 
(iii) maintaining the droplets in the ion solution for a residence time effective to form the 
capsule such that the capsule is hardened only at a surface thereof; and (iv) recovering the 
surface-hardened capsule. 
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